No Disclosure * 
In Cases 

By Lou Cannon 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The White House re- 
fused yesterday to extend 
its new strategy of public 
disclosure on Watergatb 
to other issues on which 
President Nixon faces 
possible impeachment 
charges. 

f . . The name of this 
problem we are facing is 
•called Watergate,” said 
White House Counsel James 
D. St. Clair at a press brief- 
ing. 

When St. Clair was asked 
soon afterward whether he 
was saying that the House 
Judiciary Committee should 
I “forget about milk and 
ITT,” he answered: 

“Based on what I know 
about it, the answer is yes. 

( The President has published 
a white paper,' so-called, on 
'each of these.” 

St. Clair was referring to 
two documents issued Jan. 8 
by the White House at San 
Clemente. They gave the 
President’s side of the story 
in two controversial 1971 de- 
cisions that increased the 
price of federal milk sup- 
ports and settled a pending 
antitrust case against the In- 
ternational Telephone and 
Telegraph Qorp • 

Soon after St?. Clair’s 
briefing. White House dep- 
uty press secretary Gerald 
L. Warren reiterated that 
the President had no inten- 
tion of following up his re- 
lease of Watergate-related 
conversations with similar 
transcripts of his conversa- 
tions on these issues. 

But one of the senior 
Democrats on the House Ju- 
diciary Committee, Rep. 
Don Edwards of California, 
r said that the committee 
, should make public any in- 
t formation it already has on 
other issues since the Presi- 
dent “has abandoned the 
principle of confidentiality.” 

) The White House has 
2 turned over a variety of ma-' 
i- terials to the comittee on 
k non-Watergate issues that 
i- have never been made pub- 
lic. 

f However, the committee 
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itself has been unable to ob- 
tain 11 of the 42 Watergate- 
related conversations it orig- 
inally subpoeaned. The 
White House said that rec- 
ordings were never made of 
nine of these conversations 
and that two others are 
missing. 

Despite these gaps in the 
record, both si. Clair and 
Warren insisted yesterday 
that the President had made 
available the full story of 
his Watergate role. 

St. Clair said the tran- 
script showed that the Presi- 
dent never approved $75,000 
in hush money for Water- 
gate defendants and that he 
instructed deposed White 
House Counsel John W. 
Dean III to tell the truth to 
the grand jury. 

But when St. Clair was 
asked about the propriety of 
the President “discussing 
for hours blackmail in the 
White House,” he replied: 

“I am sure if he had to do 
it over again, he wouldn’t.” 

At his subsequent brief- 
ing, Warren repeatedly 
urged reporters to look at 
“the totality” of the tran- 
scripts and not make their 
judgments on individual 
passages. Warren said he 
had not had time himself to 
read the transcripts but 
planned to do so. 

It was clear from the pub- 
lic and private positions 
taken yesterday by White 
House officials that the 
President is now convinced 
that he has furnished suffi : 
cient information to the Ju- 
diciary Committee for it to 
make its judgment. 

While there ’s no illusion 
at the White House that the 
edited transcripts will com- 
pletely satisfy the commit- 
tee, there is a persistent be- 



lief that the release will be 
sufficient for the President 
to persuade the public that 
he was not involved in the 
cover-up. 

It was also dear that the 
decision to go this far and 
no farther was made by Mr! 
Nixon himself. 

“St. Clair did not decide 
this,” St. Clair said in dis- 
cussing the release of the 
edited transcripts, “the 
President decided this. The 
President is the only person 
who has the authority to 
make this decision.” 

Warren described th# 
President as pleased by the 
public response to his deci- 
sion. The White House at- 
tempted to capitalize on this 
response by inviting photog- 
raphers in for a picture of 
the President with 11 per- 
sons who have rounded up 
support for Mr. Nixon in 
various sections of the coun- 
try. 

Yesterday afternoon, after 
an unusually light day, the' 
President left by helicopter 
to spend the. night at his 
Camp David retreat. 

From the moment of his 
decision to release the trail- 
scripts, Mr. Nixon has been' 
concerned with the possible 
public response to tW 
“blemsihes” they reveal. SJ. 
Cla^'r addressed himself t6 
this concern yesterday at his 
briefing in the Executive, Of- 
fice Building, when he was 
asked whether the tran-1 
scripts do not revive the" 
allegations of “Tricky Dick” 
Ni^on. 

St. Clair responded that 
the decision to release the 
transcripts was “a tough 
call” but one that the Presi- 
dent felt necessary because 
“people were .beginning to v 
think far worse things than 
were in fact so.” 

“And there they are, the 
good and the bad of it,” St. 
Clair said. 



* Associated Press 

Presidential lawyer James D. St. Clair briefs newsmen on Mr. Nixon’s reasoning in refusing to honor subpoena for tapes and other material. 
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